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Arrogance of Penance-Ascetic Ego

An ascetic who performs austere penance burns many deeds-karma to ashes but if it
becomes his arrogance...then the penance loses its fruit due to ascetic ego.
The fellow sages of Muni Kuragadu had developed ascetic ego...

The festival of Samvatsarthad arrived...
Young and old started the Yajfia-sacrifice of penance ...someone’s 6 months fast...someone’s 5
months...someone’s 4 months...someone’s 3 months...2 months...one month-
masaksamana...but he was Kuragadu sage! There is such a karmic rise of ksudha
vedaniya...which is not calmed down without putting something in the stomach...Today was
the day of fasts of the fellow-sages when this Muniraja with unhappy mind left to take gocar...
he got rice in alms...he took the rice and came back to his place...he inspected it...showed it to
the fellow muni and invited them...

The fellow munis were ascetics...great ascetics...but were full of ascetic ego in every

cell of their body; when one has ego of penance-adoration that time the worship descends
instead of ascending...makes lose senses...the fellow ascetics also lost their
consciousness...they spitted in Muni Kuragadu gocari container...and they started talking
insultingly...
Muni Kuragadu felt blessed on receiving grace from fellow munis...worshiping the fasting
state of the soul..and condemning his cognizance of food...with tearful eyes started
eating...he started burning-consuming karmas of several births...and destroying the four ghati
karma became kevali while eating...

His fellow Munis doing fast for four-months...3-months...2-months... masaksamana
were left out and Muni Kuragadu became kevali! Asking forgiveness from this Kévala jiiant
the fellow munis also finally became Kévala jiiani...attained delightfulness-loveliness of
moksa...
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After knowing this form of ascetic ego...the souls desiring moksa should understand and
remain alert at every step. It is important to be careful that from some back door this ascetic
ego should not enter and scatter the garden of our accomplishing. One distinctly understands
here that the ego can turn an instrument to a weapon. Further also there is a similar story that is
worth knowing...to understand and become careful-cautious...

Arrogance of Knowledge-Sruta Ego

Due to adoration in last birth one may get good intellect...one can study a lot
and if one cannot digest the knowledge acquired then one develops the arrogance of
knowledge...that is called as Sruta ego or arrogance of knowledge.

Itis well-known in the scriptures that Sthulibhadraji became arrogant for his knowledge.

A very scholarly sadhu group was sent by the Sii Jaina sangha to study-learn the 14
pirva to Nepal country from the last Srutakévali St Bhadrabahuswami who was
accomplishing mahapranayama here. With the sentiment of welfare of the sangha along with
mahapranayama accomplishing, Bhadrabahuswami started the teaching to the sangha...all the
sadhus started learning the lessons enthusiastically...but as the time passed sadhu’s felt
difficulty in learning of the ptrva-knowledge. Slowly one after the other the sadhu
left...finally only one sadhu Sthulibhadra remained who regularly took the lessons daily...the
study was ongoing...

Once Yaksa etc. seven sisters went to offer salutations to Sthulibhadra. The learned
Sthulibhadra due to ego of knowledge and to show its influence changed his appearance to a
lion and set in the cave...Sadhviji returned as did not find her brother muni...when asked by
Bhadrabahu swami they said brother is not there...only lion is there. So they were asked to visit
the cave again for salutations. Using his own knowledge Bhadrabahu swami got the
point...his mind started reeling-“the jiva after this time-period will not be able to digest the
$ruta-jiiana imparted to them...the indigestion of knowledge is more dangerous than the
external indigestion of food...this indigestion will cause more harm to the regime rather than
benefitting it...”

As time passed, Sthulibhadra came to take the lesson...Bhadrabahuswami clearly
refused him to give further reading. Sthulibhadra thought and understood his mistake and
asked forgiveness again and again. But Bhadrabahuswami did not agree. When the sangha
pleaded a lot then with the condition of not transmitting this knowledge to any one he gave the
original lesson of the piirva. But did not teach its meaning and mysteries...As a result of
knowledge-arrogance-egoism of Sthulibhadra of this led to the disappearance of the 14
ancient secrets-mystery of Pirva of Bharata region and the tradition of 14 piirva died out.
Knowing the different types of ego and its fruit Oh Human! Be careful and travel in the path of
accomplishing-achieving-diligence...let this ego-arrogance not derail the accomplishing life
before reaching the pinnacle of achievement ...not destroy-ruin all your accomplishing for
which please be aware.
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